Pre-grounding:  Rowan and I talked about the possibility of using recorded music (via the laptop and mp3s) during the altar setup and while people are finding places and settling in.  I like the psychology at work - it starts getting people grounded, and when the music stops, people will tend to focus sharply on the source of the change in background noise - allowing us to get evryone's attention and maintaining a tighter control on when the ritual gets underway.  I was thinking of Vivaldi's Autumn Quartet, and/or some harvest-themed chants (if I can find some!)





Dan tells me that there may be some problems with this - the laptop is having problems with it's cooling fan, and the speakers that give good sound cannot be run on battery.  It's not really all that important to the ritual, but it might be a nice touch.





Grounding:  I don't think I want to use Grounding 101; it's good, everybody knows it, but it seems awfully overused.  Suggestions?





Circle cast:  This is something I really haven't thought about yet.  Are there any students who really need to do it?  If not, I suppose either of us can - I know I need to do my own, but I'm not quite ready, and I've got October Full Moon coming up as well.





Invocations:  After we talked at the wedding, I thought about it some more, and I came to the following conclusions:


	-I'm really uncomfortable delving back into Celtic pantheon - in particular, as this is the first public ritual I will have priestessed since my dedication to a patron in another pantheon.


	-It makes little sense and does not seem fair to ask you to work in a mythology that you're completely unfamiliar with.


	-It suits the character of the ritual - it reflects and celebrates the diversity of our tradition and the universality of the Bread Fest theme - to mix pantheons.





Given that, I'm inclined to go ahead with my plans to invoke Mara, Lithuanian Grain Mother.  I will suggest Lugh, as the two share certain traits (the most relevant of which being that the versions of the Bread Fest in Their particular cultures are named after Them, it being Maras in the Baltic countries)  but it is, of course, ultimately up to you.





At this point in the ritual we really need to clear up any business that doesn't pertain to the rite at hand, since once we get started the elements of ritual blend into each other and it would be jarring to have diversions from the "flow".


	-Announcements 


	-Initiations - do we have any?  (note to self:  call Lana!)  


	-Am I missing anything?





Cakes and Ale





The fun part! Ok, so it's not cakes and ale - it's bread and fruit and, I am hoping at this point, mead.  But the concept remains the same.  





I'd like to repeat and expand on the theme I did last Midsummer, of celebrating and reaffirming the bonds of community through the sharing of a consecrated feast. 





I think I mentioned the elder and balackberry bushes that are at Dunlop and should be in fruit by this time.  I also talked to Carol and she has agreed to provide us with some of her wonderful Lammas bread and Karen one of the extra bottles of mead she brewed up for the wedding.





What I'm envisioning goes something like this...





Brief (+/- 2 minutes) talk about the world-wide Bread Fest traditions, touching on the community aspects of the harvest season, and specifically on the Maras traditions of the gr�]��
�]�


er* rather than hideaously long, I'd like to recruit an assisting priest and priestess so that we can have four people going around at once, starting from each cardinal point.  





The cup of sharing will go around afterwards.  I suppose we could also start it from two points, like they did at Beltaine, but I would think it would depend on how long the ritual has gone on already and on how big of a crowd we have.





If we need to do a draw down, as soon as the cup of sharing is doe circulating would be the time to do it.  I know it runs a little counter to the usual practice of doing the draw down before the cup, but that way doesn't seem to have as intuitive of a flow of events; and the outlined plan provides a fair amount of space and some opportunity for grounding between the two energy workings.  However, we would need some sort of wind-down of the type the cup usually provides.  Any suggestions?  (Of course, it could always turn out that a draw down is not called for and the whole problem goes away - but we'd better not plan on that!)





Thereafter, a relatively standard wrap-up, thank the Gods/license/close the circle and we're done.








